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SERMON 
St. Andrews, D ub l I. 


December the gb. MDCC XXI. 


F 


nennen 


Sal. 9. Die Decemb. 1 7 21. 


Ordered, 1 
"HAT the Thanks of this Houſe be given to the 
Reverend Doctor Robert Howard, Hor the Ex- 
cellent Sermon by him Preached before this Houſe 
| Yeſterday at St. Audrem's-Church; And that he be 
deſired to Print the ſame; And that Mr. Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, Mr. Tighe, Mr. Carter, and Mr. 
Chaigneau do acquaint him therewith. 


Da Worthington b PE Parl. 
„„ $$ 
Iſaac Ambroſe. om. Com. 
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'SERMON 


Preached at 


St. > Ou S, DUBLIN, 


| | Before the Honourable 


Houſe of Commons. 


On Friday December the 2th. 1721. ; 


BEING 
The Day "Eine for a General Faſt and Hu- 


of. —; | miliation throughout the Kingdom of Ireland; 
| for deprecating the Divine Judgments which 
1 the Sins of theſe Nations have deſerved; more i 
eſpecially the Dreadtul Plague, which at this| | 
Time rages. in ſome of our Neighbouring |. 
Countries, Oc. 
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b Nobert . © BI D. | Chaplain to his 
r the LORD LIEUTENANT. | 


M1 a DUBLIN: . 4 
| Printed for Jer. and Sil. Pepyat, Bookſellers in} | 
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Tfaiah Chap. XLV. Verl. VII. 


I form the Light, and create Darkneſs I make Peace, 
and create Evil: 1 rhe Lord do all theſe Things. 


EE HE Wiſdom of the Supreme . 
IS which ſo evidently diſcovers 
it ir keit in the wonderful Contri- 
aaance of the Works of Nature, 
and the Government of the World, 
hath yet been pleaſed to mix fo 

— — e, Evil and Miſery in Life, 
chat it rt been often brought as an Objection a- 
gainſt his Goodneſs, and hath made ſome Sceptical 
2 Men introduce a contrary Independant | 


Principle of Evil. 


Which e as it is abſurd 45 wholly inex- - 
licable i in it ſelf, ſo it hath ariſen from Men's miſta- 
king the true Deſign of Providence in this Life, and 
the End he propoſed in the promiſcuous Mixture of 
Good and Evil here below, from whence the Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs of Almighty God, may not only be 
ſufficiently juſtified, bur 1s excecdingl Hluſirated 111 
this nerd of Diſpenſation. p 
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And accordingly we find the Prophet ' in the Text, 
introduceth the Supreme Being making this Declara- 
tion of himſelf, I am the Lord, and there iu none elſe, 
I form the Light, and create Darkneſs ; I make Peace, 
and create Evil : I the Lord do all theſe things. Which 
Words being directed to Cyrus King of Perſia, were 
ſpoken, as Learned Men have generally thought, in 
Oppoſition to the Per an Sect of the Magians. who 
then held Light and Darkneſs, or Good and Evil to be 
the Supreme Beings: That Light or the Good God was 
the Author of all Good, and that Darkneſs or the E- 


wil God was the Adthos: of all Evil; and that of the 


Mixture of theſe two, as they were in 2 continual 
Struggle with each other , all things were made: This 
Opinion prevailed long in the Eaſt, was revived by the 
Authors of the Manichecan Sect, and hath not wanted 
home who have very ſtrenuoully maintained it in the 
preſent Age, as the only poſlible Method to account 
for the Mixture of Evil iu Life, 3 
In Oppoſition to which very miſtaken Notion, in- 
jurious to the Divine Nature, and deſtructive of all 
Religion, we find that God here declares himſelf the 
Sole Author of all things, the Diſpenſer of all thar 
Variety which we call Good and Fvil in Life, and 
ſeems expreſly to aſſert it, as the Prerogative of his- 


Nature, that he hath equally made both Good and 
oil. | | 


” * 


1 
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But the Difficulty ſtill returneth, and rather en- 
creaſeth, how from a good God Evil can proceed, 

how infinite Goodneſs joined with equal Wiſdom 
and Power, could produce ſo much Miſery in Hu- 


man Life, from whence therefore can we account for 


all the Evil and Woe, which we ſee and ſuffer and 
| lament under the un. 15 

Thus the Cauſe and Origin of Evil, hath been a ve- 
ry ancient and important Queſtion, and Learned Men 
in all Ages have undertaken to vindicate Divine Pro- 


vidence 1n this paticular : Firſt, by ſhewing the Ab- 


| ſurdity of two contrary Principles, and the abſolute _ 
Contradiction of a neceſſary Self-Exiſtent Principle 
of Evil: They then accounted for the natural Evil 
of this World, from the finite and limited Nature of 
Matter, and the neceſſary Laws of Motion, whereby 
ſome Evil or ſeeming Irregularity could not be preven- 
ted, but by deſtroying thoſe Principles from whence 
every thing that is good and regular proceeds; all 


which Methods of Solution are purely Philoſophical and 


of another Place. kr „„ 
I think it more becoming the Duty of this Place, to 
account for Natural Evil, and vindicate Divine Provi- 
dence, by ſhewing the Final Cauſe, or Moral End of 
Natural Evil, and for what great and wiſe Purpoſes 
the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God were pleaſed to 
mix ſo much Evil in human Life: Which as it will 
| | un- 
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unfold the true end of Providence in this World, ſo it 


will naturally lead us into ſuch Conſiderations as are 


moſt ſuitable to the preſent Solemnity, which the Vi 
dom and Piety of Publick Authority have appointed for 


a General Faſt and Humiliation, to be obſerved in the 
moſt devout and humble manner, to deprecate. thoſe 
Judgments which our Sins have deſerved, and that 
God may continue to preſerve us from the Plague, 
which now rages in a Neighbouring Nation, and is 
the greateſt Natural Evil, that the Wrath of Heaven 
can inflict upon Mankind. „ 
Now to ſhew the Moral End of Natural Evil, we 
may obſerve, Firſt, 2 5 
1. Righteouſneſs or Obeying the Commands of 


God, and living up tb the Obligations of Reaſon 


and Religion, as it is the Perfection of our Nature, 


ſoit is the End and Perfection of all the Works of 


God, ſince all things were made for Man, and Man 
to glorifie the Maker of all Things : This beautiful 


Frame of Beings which ſurrounds us, and which 


with ſo much Wonder we behold, was fitted up as 
2 Scene, whereon to exerciſe the Duty and Obedience 
of a Rational Creature, all it's Varieties and Chan- 
ges are to ad vance the Deſign, and the hole ſhall be 
diſſolved, when this great Work 1s effected, and 
Righteouſneſs perfected in the Sight of God. 
| Now 


Ahh. 
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. Now as Virtue and Holineſs are the chief End of 
Man, and this Life deſigned for his State of Trial 


and Frobation, it is evident that the Nature of things _ 
about him, mult be fitted up in ſuch a manner, as 


might beſt anſwer this End and Deſign, which never 
could be done by a perpetual Courſe of Succeſs and 
Enjoyment, but is admirably anſwered by the pre- 
ſent Mixture of Evil and Diſappointment in Human 
Lit. - DEC | | 
For if we conſider the Frame of Human Nature, 
we ſhall find it ſo conſtituted, as almoſt wholly to 
acquieſce in preſent Enjoyment, and entirely employ- 
ed on the Object of it's Deſires : An uninterrupted 
Courſe of Pleaſure and Succeſs ſooths all the Powers 
of the Soul, and lulls them aſleep in the deepeſt Se- 
curity, a Lethargick Acquieſcence ſeizes upon it's 
Faculties, and renders them uſeleſs to the Purpoſes 
of Honour and Virtue, „ . 
It was therefore neceſſary to alarm and awaken ſuch _ 
a Being, with a conſtant Doubt of the Continuance 
ol it's Enjoyments, and an anxious Fear of ſome im- 
pending Evil, to rouſe the Spirits, and put all the 
Faculties of the Soul in a Poſture of Defence. 


That ſuch is the Nature of Man is evident from 


Experience, and perhaps was abſolutely-neceſſary in 
a Being of ſuch a mixed Nature, for the Natural 
and Inferior Appetites muſt acquieſce in preſent En- 
1 Wc 
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joyment, and Reaſon is fo nearly allied to Senſe, by 
the preſent Laws of Union between Soul and Body, 
that it ſeems to conſent with too little Reluctance, 
and is apt to take too much Complaiſance in it. 

A Being ſo conſtituted could only be awakened 
from * Enjoyment, by a Doubt of it's Conti- 
nuance, and an Apprehenſion of ſome impending E- 
vil, and this i introduceth the whole Train 
of Natural Evils, for ſince God was pleaſed to make 
this World a ſtate of Trial and Probation, his Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Goodneſs were neceſlarily engaged to furnith | 
it with ſuitable Motives and Incitements to quicken 
the Obedience of Rational Creatures 

So that what we call Natural Evil in Life, is fo far 
from being an Imperfection in the Works of God, 
that it was abſolutely neceſſary to his great Deſign, 
which was to lead Men by proper and rational Motives, 
to the Practiſe of Virtue and Obedience to his Will, 
for this being the conſtant Deſign of Providence, the 
frequent Interpoſition of Natural Evil was neceſſa- 
ry to alarm the Conſciences of Men, and they could 
hardly acquieſce entirely in the Enjoyment of World- 
ly Things, which they found by experience were ſo 
fleeting and tranſitory, which would naturally lead 
them to conſider the true Condition of this Life, and 
to expect much greater Degrees of Happineſs and 
Perfection in a Future State: Thus we ſee the Fun- 

: EEE 
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A000 of Moral Virtue laid in Natural Evil, and 


the Belief and Expectation of a better Life ariſing N 


from the Miſery and Diſappointment of this: For it 
there had been no Natural Evil, all our Deſires ſatis- 
fied, all our Projects ſucceſsful, we might poſlibly 
have argued that this was our Final State : As we 

could not have defired, we ſhould not have believed 
that a better was to cone 3 ſo that to remove Natural 
Evil out of the World, is to take away the Founda- 
tion of Virtue and Religion our Obligations in this 
World, and Expectations of the next. x 


But Secondly, as we thus ſee the Deſign of Provi- 


dence in Natural Evil, fo the Proportion and Degree 
of the Mixture of Evil in Life, is a further Confir- | 
mation of the Truth of this Point, > 
T be Divine Goodneſs is abundantly diſcovered in 
the general Diſpoſition of the Works of Nature and 
Providence, the indulgent Hand of Heaven bath made 
luch large Proviſion for the Gratification of it's Crea- 
tures, that Good doth infinitely exceed the Evil in 
Life: So that the Favourers of the Manichean Scheme 


Vveere under no N eceſſity of having Recourſe to their 


Contrary Principle; for the Main of Life is tolerably 
eaſie, and the Evil we ſometimes ſuffer, bears no 
Proportion to the Good we almoſt always enjoy: 
And here I muſt be underſtood of Natural Evil pure- 
ly and limply conſidered as ſuch, for the Evils aud 
32 ẽ ẽ 9 
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Miſery of Life, are chiefly owing to Moral Evil, os 


the Vices and Follies of Men, which have indeed en- 


creaſed the Evils of Life to a very great Degree; but 
this is not from God but our ſelves, not the Work of 
his Hand, but the Corruption of our Hearts, and 
ſerves admirably to ſhew how vaſt the Difference is, 


between what is laid upon us by him, and what we 
| ſuffer from one another, and our ſelves. 


So that Natural Evil is not like the Rage of an Ene- 
my, but the Admonition of a Friend, or the Cor- 
rection of a Parent, who mixes ſome Diſcipline with 
his moſt ind ulgent Care, there is juſt enough to awa- 
ken our Attention and Awe, and to ſhew that we are 
not wholly left and abandoned to our ſelves. 
And this is evident from the ſmall Effect it hath 
on the Generality of Men, who boldly purſue their 
Luſts and Paſſions, and never attend to the Evil or 
Miſery of Life, but look upon the World as a Place 


deſigned only for their Pleaſure, and fitted up for 
their Entertainment; ſo that if we look upon this 
World, as a State of Trial and Probation, it was not 


perhaps poſſible to mix leſs Evil in Life, and the Di- 
vine Goodneſs like an indulgent Parent, uſeth the 
gentleſt Methods to keep us in Obedience, and hath 


left us as much to our ſelves, and under the eaſieſt 


Diſcipline, as could poſſibly be conſiſtent with the 
Del1gns of his Providence, : oo as 


i 
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Thus we have all the Motives and Encouragements 
to Duty and Virtue, and a full Latitude for the Exer- 


ciſe of a Rational Obedience, at once we ſee the 


Goodneſs and Severity of God, to work on the diffe- 
rent Tempers of Men, and lead them to Repentance 
and Submiſſion to his Will, by all the Arguments of 
Terror and Indulgence; In the Day of Proſperity we 
may rejoice, but in the Day of Adverſity we muſt conſider, 
and it's for this Reaſon that God hath ſet the one over a- 
gainſt the other: Such is the Doctrine of Reaſon and 
Scripture in this Matter, and thus the Spirit of God, 
in the third Chapter of Eccleſiaſtes, inſtructs us a- 
bout the Variety of human Life, that to every Thing 
there is a Seaſon, and a Time to every Purpoſe under Hea- 
ven, and then he adds a very full Enumeration, of 
the vaſt Change and Mixture of Good and Evil in 
the World, and infers that thi i the Travel which Go 
hath given to the Sons of Men to be exerciſed in it, the 
Method of Divine Diſcipline to try their Virtue and 
Obedience: And argues, that this Variety is ſo far 


from being an Objection to the Divine Goodneſs, that 


every thing is therefore beautiful in it's Seaſon, or hath 
itꝰs peculiar End and Deſign, to which it is more par- 
ticularly adapted : And then concludes, with Ack- 
 nowledgment and Admiration of the Divine Wiſdom, 
I know that whatſoever God doth, it ſhall be for ever, is 
founded upon Immutable and Eternal Reaſon, no- 
— ß — thing 
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thing can be put to it, nor any thing taken from it, each 
Part being abſolutely neceſſary to compleat the whole 
Deſign, for God doth it that Men ſhould fear before him. 
Eccl. 3. 14. Thus the Spirit of God unfolds the 
true Reaſon of the Mixture of Evil in human Life, 
it's that Men ſhould fear before him, this being their 
State of Trial and Probation, for as it followeth in 
the next Verſe, God requireth that which is paſt. 
But Thirdly, Having thus laid down both from 
Reaſon and Scripture, the general Doctrine of the Mo- 
ral End of Natural Evil, I ſhall now proceed to an In- 
duction of the moſt remarkable Particulars of what 
we call Evil in human Life, by which we may diſco- 
ver the true Final Cauſe of all we ſee, and ſuffer, and 
lament under the Sun. ʒ;Bʒ; 
And Firſt, We complain of the Frailty and Short- 
neſs of Life, that our Days are few and evil, aud full 
of Trouble, and that our Years paſs away like a Tale that 
is told: and indeed if we look upon this Life as our 
only State, the Difficulty is inexplicable, nor can we 
poſſibly reconcile it with the Goodneſs or Juſtice of 
God); whereas the preſent Continuance and Circum- 
ſtances of human Lite, are admirably proportioned 
to a State of Trial, and evidently ſhew the Intenti- 
on of Heaven: For had Life been longer or more 
certain in 1t*s Continuance, our Projects for Wealth 
and Advancement had been endleſs, and we may ea- 
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ſily imagine how inſatiable our Deſires had been, 
When under all it's Caſnalty, and all itꝰs Uncertainty, 
we are fo apt to promiſe our ſelves a long Continu- 
ance: How often do we reckon on the Lives of o- 
thers, and there Place our Comfort, Dependance, 
and Security, and almoſt fix upon it as our chief 
Good, till the frail beloved Life is ſuddenly ſnatched 
away, and we then perceive how vain all Things are 
here below. es LE x 
And Providence hath very fully declared it's De- 
ſign in this particular, When it reduced Human Life 
do it's Pretent Compaſs, for the Wickedneſs of the 
Antediluvian World grew to an exceſſive Height, when 
ſo long a Life gave Security of Enjoyment, and raiſed 
the Natural Pride and Inſolence of it's Poſſeſſors; 
What Evils ſhould we ſuffer from the Avarice, and 
Oppleſſion of ſome Men, if they were to live a Thou- 
ſand Years, into how few Hands would Property be 


reduced; how eaſily might an Univerſal Monarchy 


| be eftabliſhed Dy the continued Views and Applicati- 
on of one Ambitious Prince poſſeſſed of Power for 
ſeveral Ages, and how deſtructive would ſuch a Pow- 
er be of the Happineſs of Mankind: Thus when we 
would leffen Natural Evil, Moral Evil encreaſeth, whillt 
God Almighty holdeth all things in an Equal Ballance,, 
and hath admirably proportioned them to ſuch a De- 
gree as ferves the great Deſign of his Providence; _ 
8 | | Life 


on in fo delightful a Path, if Reaſon and Reflexion 


—— 
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Life is long enough to make Trial of our Obedience, 
and improve our Faculties in the Knowledge of his 
Will, to be convinced of the Folly and Vanity of 
thisLife, and ſerve him in Hope and Expectation of 
a better, and inſtruct others in the Ways of Virtue and 
Religion, that his Praiſe may continue from Genera- 
tion to Generation. 
If this Life were the whole of the Continuance : 
of our Being, it might then indeed be lamented as 
ſhort, bur our Appearance in this World is but 
one Period of it's Revolution, to prepare it for 
thoſe Wondrous Changes, thoſe high Degrees of 


Happineſs and Perfection, it ſhall at laſt attain in 
itꝰs future State. 


Another Natural Evil we are ſubject to in this Life, 
are Sickneſs and Pain, which as they are abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary to our Mortal Condition, and preparatory to 


our Final Diſſolution, ſo they are a frequent Admo- 
nition of our preſent State, and mult rationally in- 
duce us to hope and believe that ſo frail and uneaſy 
a Condition cannot be the only one that is deligned 
for our Nature. To how many Temptations does 
vigorous uninterrupted Health expoſe us, how do the 
Spirits grow giddy and inſolent in the Gayety of 


Youth, and unmindful of the Obligations of Vir- : 


tue and Religion, and we ſhould perhaps go careleſs 


2 


rr 
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were not powerfully awakened by the Evils and Un- 
eaſineſs we meet with in Life. 5 

For Sickneſs and Pain, and the Advances of Age, 
are ſo many Admonitions of the Frailty of our Con- 


dition, and moſt ſtrongly convince us that it 1 not 


good for w always to be here, whilſt they ſerve ma- 
ny other uſeſul Purpoſes of Life: For had all Men 
continued young, and vigorous, and healthy, it is 
ſcarce to be imagined what Riot and Confuſion there 
would be in the World, no Council, no Gravity, no 
Order, no Advice, but all Preſumption, Vanity, 
Diſſoluteneſs and Licence; ſo that even Society could 
not have been preſerved, without the Authority and 
Experience of Age, the Terror of Puniſhment, the 
Infliction of Pain, and the Obligation that lieth on 
all Men to ſubmit to order and Diſcipline; and thus 
when weak Man would alter the Deſigns of Heaven, 
he introduceth nothing but Confufion. | 
And as Sickneſs and Pain are neceſſary to our Final 


Diſſolution, and frequently admoniſh us of the Frail- 
tyof our Condition, ſo they depend ſo much on the 


Practice of Virtue, as to be almoſt entirely of Moral 
Conſideration : For our Bodies would continue in a 
very tolerable Degree of Health and Eaſe, if we dill 
not impair them by our Riot and Exceſs, and we pre- 
cipitate that Diſſolution by our Carelefneſs and In- 
temperance, which Nature deſigned ſhould come on 
TE © CG with 
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with a flow, a gentle, and an equal Pace: And it is 
ſcarce to be imagined how much the Force and Viru- 
lence of Diſtempers have been encreaſed by Heredita- 
ry Incemperance, by which the Conſtitutions of ſome 
Families are ſo wonderfully impaired, as to make the 
wretched Heir a Spectacle of Pity, an unhappy Mo- 
nument of the Luxury of his Anceſtors ; to ſhew 
what a Curſe Ancient Wealth may be, when it is 
not well employed, and to keep others from entailing 
Miſery on their innocent Projeny ; thus mott Diſtem- 
pers ſeem deſigned as a Sanction for Virtue, as almoſt 
the neceſſary Conſequence of Vice and Exceſs, and 
ſometimes Providence. introduceth New Ones into 
the World, to give a New Sanction and Motive to 
Obedience, to ſhew us the infinite Evil of tranſ- 
greſſing his Laws, and that he will not ſuffer even the 
Race of Mankind to continue, or be beheld without 
Horror, but by Conformity to them. ON. 
But beſides Sickneſs and Pain, there is Emptineſs and 
Diſſatisfa&ion even in our Pleaſures and Enjoyments, 
even the Good we embrace deceiveth our Expectati- 


on, and when we look upon the Work that our Hands 


have done, in which we laboured, and thought our 
ſelyes wiſe and happy, behold all is Vanity and Vexa- 
tion of Spirit, and we find at laſt we have no Pleaſure 
in them: This is indeed a very great Natural Evil, a- 
 rifing plainly from our Frame and Make, and _ 
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thro and embitters all our Enjoyments, but was evi- 
dently calculated to ſhew us the Emptineſs of all 
things here below, that our Nature was deſigned for 
nobler Purpoſes, that we have a Reach and Capacity 
that nothing can come up to, nothing can fill ; and 
naturally leads us, like a N oble and Divine Inſtinct, 
co the Belief and Expectation of another State, where 
we ſhall meet with Objects proportioned to our Ca- 
pacities, and all the Powers of the Soul may acqui- 
eſce in their Enjoyment, | 
Another Evil we ſuffer and complain of in Life, is 
the Labour and Difficulty we find in making Proviſion "for | 


en 


our Support, whereas if the Fruits of the Earth had been 


| ſpontaneoully produced with greater Encreaſe, the 
Condition of Life had been more comfortable and 
eaſy, and Mankind been freed from much Labour 
and Sorrow. 

But what Riot and Diſorder would ſuch a Plenty 


have introduced, how would it have confounded and 


diſſolved all the Orders and Offices of Lite, an Uni- 
verſal Plenty without Labour, Thought or Care, had 
been the moſt deſtructive Project, chat could poſſibly 
be imagined, ſuch a miſtaken inconſiſtent Good would 
only be productive of numberleſs Evils, and convince 
us how unfit we are to chooſe for our ſelves: For how 
would Mankind have been employed, how would 
all his Faculties have been impaired, by Luxury and 
.C 2 3 - Sloth, 
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Sloth, how ſtupid and wretched would he have been, 
without the Order, and Culture, and Decency, that 
Art, and Labour, and Neceſſity have introduced, 
how exceſſive had been the Luxury of ſuch a rude 
and untaught Creature, how abandoned to the pre- 
ſent, how thoughtleſs of what was to come; ſuch a 


Plenty would have been as pernicious and deſtructive 
ds a Famine or a Plague: We ſee ſome of the Effects 


of Plenty in Affluent Fortunes, and the exalted Con- 
ditions of Life, we ſee to what Temptations ſuch 


stations are expoſed, and how eaftly and naturally 


they fall into Sloth and Luxury and a Neglect of all 
the Offices of Honour and Virtue, unleſs a happy 
Turn of Mind improved by Education makes them 
watchful againſt the Dangers, to which ſuch Condi- 
tions are too ſubject : But to make all Mankind af- 
fluent without Labour or Care, were to confound 
all the Orders and Offices of Life, and make the whole 
Race of Mankind ſtupid, wicked, and wretched. 

But the Seaſons do not always anſwer our Induſtry 
and Care, we toil and labour, and yet are diſappointed 
in our Harveſt, the fruits of the Earth are ſpoiled and 
blaſted; Succets is not anfwerable to the Probability 
of our Hopes and Endeavours, The Race is not to the 
ſwift, nor the Battle to the ſtrong, and this contributes 
to the Miſery and Diſappointment of Life, 


But 
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But this Variety, Change and Uncertainty in the 


Fortunes and Events of Life, eſtabliſh Providence, 
and ſecure our Dependance on the Supream Being; 
if Succeſs had always anſwered the Probability of ſe- 


cond Cauſes, we might have imagined the Courſe of 


Things to have been a Chain of neceſſary Effects, and 
depended too much on our own Prudence and Choice: 
If Care and Induftry, and Abilities always produced 
a never-failing Harveſt of Plenty and Succeſs, the 
Mind would grow infolent, and attribute too much 


to it ſelf, as independant and ſelf- ſufficient: Whereas 
when contrary Events blaft the Deſigns of the Wiſe, 


and unforeſeen Accidents bring to nothing the Coun- 


cils of the Prudent, when ſomething interpoſes that 


turns all things backward, which Human Wiſdom could 
neither foreſee nor prevent, then we grow humble and 
dependant, and acknowledge the Power of an all diſ- 
poſing Cauſe. 5 £2 


How eaſily do Wealth and Power promiſe Pleaſure 


and Succeſs, and the ſtronger undertake to invade the 
weak and defenceleſs, if happy Accidents did not 
ſometimes interpoſe, if Orders miſtaken, falſe Intel- 
ligence, and unſuſpected Stratagem did not often 
ſnatch the Weak out of the Hand of the Mighty, 
and make the malt Formidable Undertakings prove a- 
bortive, if contrary Winds and Tempeſtuous Waves 

did not baffle the Deſigns of Men, and diſappoint 


the | 


Ty 


On I 


N ret a S . OO OE wa 
en ons 3 Fi * . 8 Y ws P S nn ER: 
ge 833. POE Ft WIR FIR ct” LA AOIATA * ? — We” — — . 5 4 8 
* * * 2 7 7 2 — 
2 yo —— 5 * 


— 


_— 


— 


22 A Sermon Preachd 


the intended Miſchief of the beſt concerted Expedi- 
tions: And theſe are always repreſented as under the 
_ Peculiar Direction of God's Providence, for he bring- 
eth the Winds out of his Treaſures, he ruleth the Rage of 
the Sea, the Noiſe of it's Waves, and Wind and Storm 
Fulfil his Word This keeps Mankind in a conſtant De- 

endance on his Pleaſure, and makes them apply to 
him for Succeſs in all their Undertakings ; if there 
had been no Variety in the Seaſons, no failure in the 
Productions of Nature, no Dangers in Travel by Land 

or by Water, no Changes or Chances in Human Life, 

Man had grown forgetful of ſo indulgent a Being, 
and looked no farther than the Neceſſity of preſent 
Cauſes; whereas he is now kept in perpetual Alarm, 
the Elements that ſurround him, all in reſtleſs Agi- 
tation, and ſtriving to break and diffolve his Frame, 
the Fruit of all his ELabours expoſed to the {ſudden 
Changes of the Weather, and the Succeſs of his Un- 
dertakings depending on the Winds and the Waves, 
and numberleſs Accidents Which he can neither fore- 
ſee nor prevent. . . 

And thus all the Appearances of Nature, even 
Thunder and Farthquakes, tho? Natural in their 
Cauſe, yet are Moral in their Effect, for when Thun- 
der and Lightning are let looſe and ſcem to threaten 
all, the Tyrant trembles in the midſt of his Guards, 
and knows not but the pointed Vengence is aimed at 


his 
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bs a— Head ; or when the Earthquake ſhakes his 
Palace, he knows not how to ſecure himſelf from a 
. Power that ſeems to threaten ſuch a Univerſal Ruin: 
And it was very neceſſary for the Good of Mankind, 
that all Men ſhould be ſubject to ſome Admonition, 2 
that even they who were grown too great for human 
Juſtice, ſhould yet know, that he that ; is. higher than the 
Higheſt regards them, and that there are higher than they. 
Such a. Situation was admirably contrived for fo 
thoughtleſs and ſtupid, ſo proud and preſumptuous 
| a Creature as Man naturally is, to alarm his Fears, to 
keep him in perpetual Attention and Awe, to abate 
the Pride, and. Inſolence and Self-ſufficiency of his 
Nature, and make him humble and depending, to 
make him addrefs himſelf to Heaven for the ſupply 
of all his Wants, and-pray for Succeſs in all his Un- 
dertakings, to reſign his whole Conduct to the Will 
of God, who only can preſerve him fiom ſuch Varie- 
ty of Evils, 
Thus the Uncertainty of Things in chi . keeps 
us always dependant on the Providence of God, and 
the whole Courſe of Nature is ſo ordered, as to ſeem 


calculated for this very End: And herein conſiſts the 


| Ballance of Divine Providence. ; in this Life, there is 
ſuch a general Probability in the Train of Events, as 
is ſufficient to encourage our Prudence and Induſtry, 


there is fuch a ſecret. DN of unforeſeen Ac- 
cidents,. 
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cidents, as to ſecure our Dependance or on the Provi- 


dence of God, they both together declare his Wiſ- 
dom and his Goodneſs, ſhew us the true End of our 
Being, and give us a Noble and Inſtructive Scheme 
of the Deſign of Providence in Natural Evil. 

And thus we may account for all the Miſery and 
Inequalities in the Diſpenſations of this Life, and 
look upon Divine Vengeance as watching our Steps, 
conſtantly admoniſhing us by the general Courſe of 
Natural Evil, and raiſing her Voice, and encreaſing 
her Terrors, in Proportion to our stupidity and Tranſ- 
greſſions, till at laſt ſhe loudly threatens in Judgments, 
| which Providence hath ſometimes Recourſe to, when 

its ordinary Methods of Admonitior prove ineffectu- 
al: For Judgments are a Degree of Natural Evil above 
the common Courſe, and riſe in Proportion to the 
Meaſure of Men's Offences they are the extraordi- 

nary Methods of God's inſtructing and correcting 
Mankind, when the general Courſe of Natural Evil 
is paſſed by unregarded, and nothing can awaken 
them but an Univerſal Calamity, by Inundation, Fa- 
mine, Plague, or any other Evil with which God in 
his Auger atflicts Mankind. | 
And indeed, among all the Evils to which we are 
- ſubject in this Life, there is none ſo deſtructive, ſud- 
den and aniverll as Peſtilential Diſtemper, which 5 
hath always been looked upon as the immediate Work 
of 
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of God, and the moſt dreadful Inſtrument of Di- 
vine Diſpleaſure : For it depends on Cauſes ſo ſecret 
in Nature, ſeizes fo ſuddenly on all Temperaments 
and Conſtitutions, baffles the vain Efforts of hy- 
man Skill, propagates it ſelf in ſo amazing a Man- 
ner, till at laſt it ſpreads ſuch an Univerſal Ruin, 
that nothing hath ſo many Marks of a peculiar 
Work of Providence, and the Supream Being ne- 


50 ver appears ſo dreadful to Mankind, or Mankind ſo 


wretched, abject and defenceleſs, as when this moſt 
terrible of all Judgments is abroad upon the Earth. 
| It's Progreſs alſo is ſo uncertain, what Courſe the 
deſtroying Angel will next take ſo unknown, and all 

Precautions ſometimes rendered fo fruitleſs, that it 
keeps the whole World in Attention and Awe, none 

can tell who is next devoted to Deſtruction, but all 
ſtand amazed, and wait the Will of Heaven, ſo that 
it is in all Reſpects the moſt awakening Judgment, 
and apteſt to alarm the Conſciences of Men. 

And as it's Riſe is unknown, it's Progreſs moſt 
dreadful, ſo itꝰ; Continuance is moſt uncertain, ſome- 
times ceaſing ſuddenly without any appearing Cauſe, 
and ſtopping at once, when human Skill ſeemed bat- 
| fled, and all was abandoned to Deſpair ; to ſhew that 
the Supream Being hath reſerved it entirely in his own 
Hand, and moſt peculiarly adapts it to the Puniſh 
ment and Amendment of Mankinßc. 5 
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This Teadful Judgment 15 NOW e ae in "= Earth. 
depopulating ſome of the moſt fertile Provinceso f 
Europe, and making deſolate whole Cities that flou- 
riſhed in Wealth and Commerce: Humanity and 
Good Nature for the Sufferings of our Fellow Crea- 
tures, and Fellow Chriſtians have been ſufficiently a- 
larmed by a long Succeſſion of diſmal Accounts, of 
the dreadful Progreſs and Devaſtation it hath made; | 

aud we have all mourned and lamented in ſecret, for 
our Brethren thus lying under the afflicting Hand of 
God; and now Authority hath called us together to 
lament in common, jointly to deprecate the Divine 
Diſpleaſure, and offer up the humbleſt Supplications 
to Almighty God, for them and for our ſelves. For 
we know not what Courſe it will next take, or whi- 
ther the deſtroying Angel will be ſent, we mult there- 
fore conſider the Situation we are in, and learn how | 
to behave our ſelves under this Divine Judgment 8 
which is now in the Earth. Z 

I. And Firſt, We muſt aſſure our ſelves, that as 
all things arc under the immediate Direction of Ab 
mighty God, ſo this Judgment hath happened by his 
particular Appointment, and however unforeſeen, or _ 
undetermined, theſe Powers of Matter and Motion 
may ſeem to us, yet they are all directed by the moſt 
unerring Hand, and guided for the Attaintment of 


the peculiar Ends of his Providence; why it ſhould 
firſt 


e 


flirrſt ſeize on ſome rather than others, muſt be all re- 
ſolved into his Supream Will, and abſolutely ſubmit» 


tt 1 


On the 81h. of December, 27 


JC. 


ted to the wiſe Diſpoſer of all things, but here we 


| have Occaſion to acknowledge his Goodneſs towards 


us, that we were not made the firſt Example of his 


Vengeance, but have time to repent and amend our 


Mays, and ſo by our Amendment to avert his Judg- 
ments, Or prepare our ſelves for then, 


| Nor may we ſuperciliouſly or maliciouſly interpret 


theſe Inſtances of Divine Diſpleaſure againſt People or 
Nations, as if they were Sinners above all the Inhabi- 
tants of the Earth, our Bleſſed Saviour hath forbid all 
ſuch uncharitable Reflections, and hath taught us 
how to make all ſuch Calamities not matter of Phari- 
{aical Oſtentation, but uſeful to our ſelves, in that 
admirable Concluſion, on a like Occaſion, Except ye 


repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. 


II. For Secondly, As we know ſuch Judgments 
are under the Divine Appointment and Direction, ſo 
we mult aſſure our ſelves that theyare ſent to awaken 
the Conſciences of Men, and lead them to Repen- 
tance and Reformation of Life, for the Puniſhment 


of them who ſuffer, and for an Admonition to the 


reſt; it is by the Goodneſs of God that this dreadful - 


Calamity is as yet to us not a Puniſhment, but an 
Admonition, and if it hath that Effect in the Amend- 


ment of our Lives, the Deſign of Heaven will. be 


D 1 fully 
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| fully anſwered, and we may eſcape, be itis for this 
End this Judgment is abroad in the Earth, that the Inha- | 


bitants of the World may learn Righteouſneſs. 
Let us therefore hearken to this Divine Admoni- 


| Hon, and tho? we have often neglected the ſtill Voice 


of his Mercy, and been deaf toall the endearing Of- 


fers of his Goodneſs and loving Kindneſs, yet let us 


not audacioully defie his Vengeance, and ſtop our 


Ears againſt this Loud 1 hunder of his Anger, For 


now Heaven gives a new Sanction to all it's Laws, 
and ſeems to threatea univerſal Extirpation 5 the 


Wrath of God is now declared in a New and Extraordi- 
nary Manner againſt all Ungodlineſs and Unrighteouſneſs 


of Men, the bloody Standard of Death is erected in 
the midſt of the Furth, and the Supreme Being ap- 
pears armed with all his Miniſters of Vengeance : 


How dreadful would be the Sword of that deyouring 


Angel, if God ſhould be provoked by our V ices and 


our Follies, to ſend him among us 10 kill and 30 deſtroy: 


For the Divine Vengeance is now in Motton, the Lord 
3s come out of his Place, ro puniſh the Inhabitants of the 


Earth for their Iniquity, he bath bent his Bow, he hath 


made it ready, he hath prepared the Inſtruments of Death ; 


but who could abide the Day of his coming, who could = 
ſtand when he appeareth, all would be Ruin, Diftra- 
cCtion and Deſolation, the Earth would diſcloſe ber Blood, | 


and would no more cover her Slain. 


| What 
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| What an Aggravation would it be to our Guilt and 
our Folly, that we have pulled down this Vengeance 


on our own Heads, and involved our Country and 
our Friends in ſo dreadful a Calamity, that when the 


Divine Goodneſs had put ſome ſtop to his deſtroying 


Angel, and ſeemed to wait for our Amendment, we 


ſhould again provoke his Fury, rekindle this devouring 
Flame, as a People wholy abandoned to themſelves, 
and devoted to Deſtruction. 8 


So that nothing can avert this Evil but our Repen- 


tance and Reformation, the Natural Evils in the com- 
mon Courſe of Providence have not been ſufficient to 
awaken our Conſciences, our Pride and Luxury have 


not been abated tho? we all ſee the Fatal Conſequen- 
ces of thoſe Vices, in the Wretchedneſs of our Fel- 


low Subjects, and the manifold Inconveniences of a 
National Poverty, and have been forced to relieve the 


Manufactures of a Whole City by a publick Charity, 
and yet have ever ſince taken the Sureſt Methods to 


reduce them again to the ſame Extremity : ?Tis Lux- 


ury and Pride, the Living contrary to Nature, and 
aboye our Condition, that are the Cauſe of all our 
Evils, hence Rapine and Oppreſſion, Miſery and Po- 
verty, the Inſolence of Power, and a Contempt of 


all the Laws of Duty and Decency, the Rich deſtroy- 
ed with indigeſted Exceſs, the Poor periſhing with 


wretched Want, hence Murmuring and Defiance, 
| | 15 3 u- 
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13 Mutual | Diftruſt and Deſpair, and Men {er againſt x 


one another to deſtroy themſelves: Thus our Vices 


and our Follies, beſides their private perſonal Incon- 


venience, have involved us in much National Cala- 


mit y, and ſhould we farther provoke the Divine Ven- 
geance to viſit us with the dreadful Calamity of a 


devouring Plague, we then ſhould ſee, that the great- 
eſt Evil that Mankind can ſuffer, or Heaven can inflict, 


is the genuine Product of our obſtinate Diſobedience, 
and that our Ruin will be compleated, if our Ini- 


quities are full. 


III. But farther, as Repentance and Reformation 


are the chief Deſign of God in the Infliction of 
Judgments, and the great Means of averting them, 
ſo he hath allowed us the Uſe of other ſubordinate 


Means, under the Direction of his Providence, ſuch 
as Prudence and Caution may ſuggeſt : For ſuch is the 
exact Poiſe of things in this Life, that all our Powers 


and Faculties have their proper Weight and Effect, 


we may ſuffer by our Careleſsneſs, as well as by our 
| Sins, and are obliged to purſue the belt Informations 


of Reaſon, as well as to practice the Duties of Reli- 
gion: Some whole Nations have ſtrangely erred in this 

Point, and by a fatal Stupidity, and miſtaken Re- 
lignation to the Will of God, have made ſuch Di- 
ſtempers almolt perpetual amongit them: Whereas 
we are inſtructed in the Duties both of Reaſon and 
| | | | Religion 
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Religion, and better underſtand what we owe to 


God, our Neighbour, and our ſelves; the Prudence of 
the Magiſtrate took early Precautions to prevent the 


ſpteading of this dreadful Contagion, and the Wiſdom 
of this great Council of the Nation hath already made it 


it's earlieſt Care, and exerted. themſelves with the 
utmoſt Diligence and Application, with a Zeal in- 
flamed with a Love of their Country and the publick 


Safety, to find out the moſt proper and effectual Me. 


thods, to hinder it from being imported among us: 
And it is our Duty and Intereſt molt exactly to obey 


ſuch Commands, and upon no Account whatſoever 
to violate a Reſtriction ſo neceſſary to our own and 
'the Publick Good. The wretched Avarice of one 


unhappy Man firſt brought this Diſtemper into a 
Neighbouring Nation, a greedy Appetite of Gain 
like a Fiend let looſe from Hell, hath involved that 


Country in greater Ruin and Deſolation, than the 


deſtructive Sword of the moſt cruel War could have 
done: We ſee how fatal our Paſſions may become, 


how cloſely Natural and Moral Evil are blended toge- 


ther, and when joined, what Univerſal Ruin they 
may ſpread ; how hated therefore and accurſed would 
his Memory be in all ſucceeding Ages, who for any 


Conſideration, ſhould import this dread ful Evil into 


this Country, or ſuffer or connive at the Importation 
of any thing that might bring this Infection amongſt 
I L — us; 
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us; we muſt therefore with the utmoſt Care and 


Caution labour to prevent ſo great an Evil, and by 


obeying the Commands of Authority, take all pru- 
dent Meaſures to preſerve our Country and our ſelyes. 
IV. But Fourthly, Since all our Caution may 
prove ineffectual, and Providenee provoked by our 


Sins and our Folly, may determine to bring this Evil 
upon us, let us conſider how we muſt behave our 
| ſelves in ſo fatal a Circumſtance. T?is indeed à dread- 
ful Suppoſition, what Hurry! What Confuſion ! What 


Diſtraction would there be upon it?s firſt Appearance! | 
But this we mult if poſſible prevent; we have alrea- 


dy had ſufficient Warning of it's Approach, the Di- 


vine Judgment hath moved ſlowly and ſolemnly on; 
we muſt therefore prepare our ſelves, and conſider 
how we may prevent it's ſpreading when amongſt us, 
and take all proper and effectual Methods to relieve. 


thoſe who firſt fall under God's afflicting Hand: The 


Wiſdom and Authority of the Publick Magiſtrate 


mult make Proviſion for a general Relief in this ex- 


traordinary Caſe, I ſhall only obſerve to you, that 


this will be the beſt Occaſion for the moſt Flowing 


and Extenſive Charity that can poſhbly happen, for 


to relie ve and provide for the Cure of the infected, a- 
bates the Virulence, and will prevent the ſpreading of 
the Diſtemper, here Charity will become neceſſary, 
and if we neglect our Neighbour, we deſtroy our ſelves. 


Nature 


| bly to deprecate the Divin 
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Nature and Inſtin& and ſelſ. Preſervation will 


powerfully prompt us to make all Proviſion: for our 
own Security, but let us take Care that we make it 


not in ſuch a Manner as may prove more fatal to us 


in the End; for if there be not a conſtant liberal Pro- 
viſion made for the Poor, when Commerce may be 
ſtopped, and Manufactures neglected, Famine will 
grow as univerſal, and deſtructive as the Plague, 


Neceſſity will beget Violence, and the preſent Terror 


of Death, and Deſpair at their wretched Condition, 


put them upon all the Methods of Rapine and Vil- 


lany, and the Violation of all Laws Divine and Hu- 
man; and then it is abſolutely the Completion of all 


Human Miſery: Pain and Diſtraction, Violence and 
Wrong, dying Perſons deprived of the laſt Neceſſa- 


ries of Life, and the Murder of Wretches under the 


Agonies of Death, Horror and Confuſion, Blaſphe- 
my and Deſpair, all Moral and Natural Evils blended 


together, to ſhew the utmoſt Vengeance of an offen- 
died God, upon a People whoſe Iniquities and Miſery are 


V. But Fifthly and Laſtly, Let us while there is. 


yet time prevent all theſe Evils, let us in this our Day 
fee the things which belong unto our Peace, before they be 


for ever hid from our Eyes Let us turn to God with 
Prayer, Repentance, and Reformation of Life, hum- 
e Diſpleaſure, and implore 


K his 
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his Mercy for this ſinful Land: It is for this = 


we are all here met together, proſtrating our ſelves 


before the Throne of Grace, with the deepeſt Humili- 
ation, with Faſt lng, and with Prayer, - acknowledging our 


Vil-neſs, and repenting of our Faults, acknowledging 


how helpleſs we are, and how wretched we m y be, if 
God in his Diſpleaſure ſhould bring this Deſolacion a- 


mongſt us. 
Turn ye therefore to the Lord, with all your 8 


with Faſting, with Weeping, and with Mourning, and 
rent your Hearts, and not your Garments, and turn unto 


the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, ſlow to 
Anger, and of great Kindneſs, and repenteth him of the 
vil, who knoweth but he will return and repent, and 
leave a Bleſſing behind him And then as it followeth 
in the ſame Prophet, Sanctiſy a Faſt, call a ſolemn A, 


ſembly, gather the People, aſſemble the Elders, let the 


Prieſts, the Miniſters of the Lord weep between the Porch 


and the Altar , and let them ſay, ſpare thy People, O Lord, 


and give not thine Heritage to Reproach : Let us thus be- 
have our ſelves until this Indignation be over paſt, let 
us apply all our Endeavours againſt ſo great an Evil, 
and make ule of all Rational and Religious Methods, 
let every one turn from his evil Way, — from the Vo- 
ience that is in his hands, for then God will turn and re- 
pent, and turn away from his fierce Anger that we periſh 
not, then the Lord will be entreated for this Land, and 


pig 
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: pity ty his people. Which God of his Infinite Mercy grant 
thro 2 Chriſt, to whom with the Father, and 


the Bleſſed _ be al Honour and Ole, now and 
for ever. 


byy 

| by. 
. 
. 
9 


